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Freedom Grove

A logical question might be asked of the Rotarians who had the original idea for another
contribution to our area: “What qualification they possessed to see such a community
serving construction project to completion?” It is not necessarily a rarity. It is indeed a
mental gift to have the ability to perceive something not actually visible. We Rotarians are
blessed that we have members who possess a force or power of imagination. Our
Constitution affords each of us the environment in which to allow our vision to flourish. A
Freedom Grove, owing to the dedicated efforts of Champaign County residents, will be born
out of those visions.

It is perhaps appropriate to present this achievable endeavor in the sequential order of
events and accomplishments, especially because this project remains in an infancy stage.

This project evolved from long term planning, referred to in the beginning as the “New
Project Committee”, during the 2000-2002 Presidency of Richard A. Zechiel and Nicola
Selvaggio. The goal was to select a project that would make a contribution to the
community, not just be a fund raiser. Rotarians were looking for a project that would
develop into a major work project for the club. The committee was searching for a project
of the magnitude of the Rotary involvement in the development of the City Park in the 60-
70’s and the Rotary Manor Senior Center in the 70-80’s. The “New Project Committee”
Members were Alan K. Webster (Chairman), Kim Maley, James J. Shaloo, Donald C.
Bauer, Christina Brunn-Horrigan, and Charles L. Sweeting. Early focus was on existing
projects such as the parks, bike path, tutoring, and city improvement. Of major
consideration by the committee, prior to 09/11/01, was a long range plan for a dedicated
effort in trees. Avenues of interest were varied with possible focus being county wide or
perhaps a program to strengthen the City of Urbana as “Tree City USA”.

However, the events of 09/11/01 galvanized the Committee’s interests and their focus
became a park that would accentuate our personal freedoms, perhaps a patriotic theme
recognizing our ancestral history. The New Project Committee now had an idea, a vision
for a project that would last for generations. A new committee was formed in 2002, the
Freedom Grove Committee, one that could implement the recommendation of the original
New Project Committee. Members of the original Freedom Grove Committee 2002-2003
were Alan K. Webster(Chairman), Donald C. Bauer, Christina Brunn-Horrigan, William G.
Edwards, Bernie Ray and Rich Fisher, The Freedom Grove project was approved by the
Rotary Board of Directors and full club membership January 14, 2002 and presented to
the Champaign County Commissioners January 31, 2002. The Commissioners were
enthusiastic about the proposal. In early 2002 the committee “brain-stormed” with ideas,
concepts of its development and vision for the Park, as well as drawing up the necessary
legal documents.

The formal lease was signed with the Commissioners at a dedication service September 11,
2002, the first anniversary of “9/11”, with a ceremony at the site. The lease for the six plus
acres is for twenty-five years at an expense of $1.00 per year, with a potential additional
twenty-five year lease renewal option. This very positive contribution to our area by all of
Champaign County is one that will last for years to come, measured in generations.
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Freedom Grove Park established at lease signing

Hy BREANNE PARCELS

Staff Writer

Champalgn  County Freedom
Grove Park was  established
Wednesday with the signing of o
lease  agreement  between  the
Champaign County commissioners
andd the Urbana Rotary Club,

“This park will enable the com
munity 1o celebrate the cherished
freedoms of the United States of
Amesica,” said Commissioner Bob
Corbett.

The Zoyear bease will roquire
the Rotury Club 1o pay S1 annually
o nszindain the five acres of and in
front of the Champalgn County
Community Center as a park.

"The Urbann Rotary was looklag
lor a way to serve the entire com-
munity,” said Rotary President Jim
Wehrman, “After the events of last
year, we readized that we take so0
many freedoms for granted and
many members hit on this idea as a
place 1o stop and reflect on what we
have as Ainericans.”

“A year ago at this lime we were
secure in our jobs and our places 2s

citizens,” sald Commissionee #hil
McCullough, "During the events of
the day, we were in dishalief — this
couldn't be happening - und as [ sat
there | wondeved what the effect
would be om our country for the
rest of (me.”

McCullough said the park is
dedicated not only to the people
wha lest their Bves on Sepe. 11,
2001, bat to all who have given
thele Hves in the pursalt and
defense of freedom.

“Twould hope that this is not just
& memorial for the events of last
year, but a memorial for freedom,
the foundation oar country stands
on,"” MceCullough said.

Wehrman sald the Rotary's
Intention is to create an sttractive
site

“We want this 1o be not just o
barren lot, bat a focal point for the
county,” he said. “The Rotary will
spearhead the activity, bul wel
comes support Irom other groups
andd organktzations that would like
1o take part and help develop the
Freedom Grove.”

)\ SEPTEMAER 2002

‘.‘.." ,,' ! I: Ty

Gizon phot by Brearne Parces

Piclured standing, left 1o right. Commissioner Bob Corbett, Urbana
Fotary President Jim Wehrman and Commissiones Phil McGuliougs
address a gatherng ol people at the lease signing estallishing the
Champaign County Freedom Grove Park, The project, spearheaded by
ihe Rotary, wil lumn & gréen space oear tho Champaign County
Community Center mto a park with treee and waslking paths. ‘

In late 2003 and early 2004 we involved Ball State students in the Landscaping Department
under the leadership of Professor German Cruz and Graduate Student Bram Barth. They
visited the proposed site in Urbana and talked to the committee. At a later date each of the
twenty-seven students presented their ideas and proposals from which final drawings and
plans were taken.

Time and career changes involving relocation of Rotarian necessitated a reorganization of
the Freedom Grove Committee. The reorganized committee consisted of members Terry C.
Howell (Chairman), Alan K. Webster, Nicola Selvaggio, Francis Hazard, LeAnna Smack,
Harold Osborne, Walter Ashbridge, Charles R. Hazelton, Charles L. Sweeting, David C.

Martin, and Adam Ward.

January 30, 2006 the Freedom Grove Committee presented the latest construction
drawings, recommended a sequence of events for facility construction, magnitude study of
cost estimate, and preliminary plans for a countywide collaboration to raise funds.
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URBANA ROTARY CLUB
FREEDOM GROVE COMMITTEE

TERRY HOWELL
ALAN WEBSTER
NICK SELVAGGIO
FRANCIS HAZZARD
LEANNA SMACK
HARRY OSBORNE
WALT ASHBRIDGE
CHUCK HAZELTON
CHUCK SWEETING
DAVE MARTIN
ADAM WARD

ESTABLISHMENT OF CLUB
PROJECT BY EVENTS OF &/11A1

= APPROVED BY CLUB 1/14002
* PRESENTED AND APPROVED BY

COMMISSIONERS 1/3102 8Y DON
BAUER & ALAN WEBSTER

* REVIEW OF SCOPE

* DEVELOPMENT OF CONCEPT
+ CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS
+ PROJECT BUDGET

* PLANTING OF TREES

* VETERAN RECOGNITION

*  FINANCE CAMPAIGN

68



A COMMUNITY Pamc ‘3»,
CeLenmaTing FRECoOM /L ZE

T -
s - —
-

- ——
— - -

-

)

69



A COUNTYWIDE
COLLABORATION
Coordinated By
THE ROTARY CLUB
OF URBANA

freedomgrove.com
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Dedication of Freedom Grove War Memaorials
Monday, September 11, 2006
6:30 PM

Call to Order - Roger B. Wilson

Star Spangled Banner - Urbana High School Band
Pledge of Allegiance - William D. Edwards
Statement of Purpose - Roger B. Wilson

Roemarks
The Urbana Rotary Club extends Champalqn e
i Urbana City Mayor Ruth Zerkle
special thanks to everyone who has
; State Senator Jim Jordan
helped so far in the creation of B 5
Recognition of Contributing Organizations
Freedom Grove.
DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution)
- Revolutionary War
Walter-Schoedinger Funeral Service -
War of 1812

The Champaign County Bl-Centennial Committee
The Champaign County Histerical Society - Civil War
VFW Post 5415 of Urbana - Korean Conflict
DAV Chapter 31 of Urbana - World War Il
Statement of Purpose - Terry Howell
- William D. Edwards
Close
Urbana High School Band,
William Sapp, Director

The following sequence of events transformed the location from an empty field into one that
resembles a Grave.

Dig Holes for Monuments, August 26, 2006

Look out! LeAnna’s driving Drilling/digging holes for the Monument bases
A crew of Rotarians and their dedicated friends arrived to dig the holes in which to install
the cement bases upon which to later install ten Monuments. The work crew for this effort

was Rotary President Bill Edwards, Nick Selvaggio, Dave Martin, Freedom Grove Chairman
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Terry Howell, Jeff Welbaum, Scott Johnson, Nathan Smack, LeAnna Smack and baby
Smack. Wick employees Jeff Welbaum and Scott Johnson also assisted.

Pour ten Cement Monument Bases, September 1, 2006

Bases being poured All ten bases poured

Forms were ready and the Bryce Hill Inc. cement truck arrived to pour the ten Monument

bases. The Rotary Club paid for the pouring of cement for all ten bases. The work crew for

this effort was Rotary President Bill Edwards, Freedom Grove Chairman Terry Howell,

Urbana Lions Club member Cletus Scott, Dave Martin, Nick Selvaggio, and all the Smacks.
Setting five Monuments, September 7, 2006

Walter-Schoedinger Funeral Home donated approximately $5,000.00 from their
promotional funds to pay for all five Monuments which we dedicated on September
11, 2006. Wayne and Linds Smith, currently proprietors and Urbana Lions Club Members,
authorized this actual expenditure following an initial pledge by Kim Maley, the Urbana
Rotarian and Walter Schoedinger Manager. This is our largest single contributor to
Freedom Grove to date.

We sincerely appreciate their proactive approach to this effort; likewise we are thankful for
the assistance given by the Lions Club Members. Roby Monuments of London supplied and
installed the monuments. The Plaques were produced through the County Veterans
Services Office and produced by Cen Ted Cast Metal Products of Freemont, Ohio. The ten
Monuments as recommended by Don Imel, the Champaign County Veteran Affairs Officer,
are listed below. The Civic Organizations listed below made donations that permitted them
to purchase the Bronze Plaques so as to sponsor the Memorial of their choice.

Revolutionary War Daughters of the American Revolution, dedicated Sep. 11, 06
War of 1812 Champaign Co. Bicentennial Committee, dedicated Sep. 11, 06
Mexican war (1846-48)

Civil War Champaign Co. Bicentennial Committee, dedicated Sep 11, 06

Spanish American War (1898)
World War I (1917-18)

World War II Disabled American Veterans Chapter 31, dedicated Sep. 11, 06
Korean Conflict Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5141, dedicated Sep. 11, 06
Vietnam War

Gulf War; War on Terror The Grover Foulk Family/(need 1 more sponsor)
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UR&'\NA DAILY CITIZEN.

Tuesday, September 12, 2006

Rotarians unveil fi rst monuments in Grove

ny SHAUN DUNLAP
Stsff Writer

sadunlapwrbanecitizen, com
The first five of 10 planned mang-
ments for the Urbann Rotary’s
Fmdomcmpurk wcn:dc(lnib

ed
near the éhnmign
Couw Community Center,
Champaign  County  Common
Pleas Court Judge Roger Wikson
opened the ceveanony =aylng the
dedicution would be different from
ather L1 anniversary events
becase it was Bosoring the woops
who have fol tar freedom, not
just as a result o{uw9/lltmw
aitacks, but for all armed forces who
have fought for Americen ideals,
Wi recognize the series of con-
it oty it o Vb
counlry,
aud we pecognize those who have
m'mllu'lrdlhﬂ;epununoffrm
dom in this country,” said Wilson,
Wilson aiso introduced all the
wcckcm for the day. including
Urbana Rotary. Cluh  President
Willian Edwarids, Urbana Mayor
Ruth Zeskle and State Sen,

Jo
“Ihe Urbann Rotary las identi-
fied a oeed in our commmnity, @

Cizan pocto by Snaus Durkap

Dignitanies hefped dedicate (ha st live of 10 monumsnts that will comprise
Froedom Grove. From left are State Sen. Jim Jordan, Urbana Mayor Ruth
Zerkle, Judge Roger Wilson, County Commissioner Max Coates and

Rotaran Teery Howel,

need o recognize cerlain ideals and
wr have a place for thar recognation,”
sald Edwards, of the purpese of
Freedom Grove.

“Chir' moouments and memosals
tell us & great deal aboat Aiserica's
commitment to life, libesty und the

parsuit of happiness tall Freedom
Grove is place of recognition™
sabd Wikson,

Zeskle spake on behd! of the cl(y
of Urbana, the Rotary for
ull ¥ has done in hdplm presecye
the memories of the fallen,

“Lat us remember our. herves
who died for oor froedom in the
USA" said Zeride. “May we contin

g 1o be brave Americans snd stand
up for Amrrh far we m- # united
" s:id the h'eedom Gruye

"2 warthy endesvor™

“America is such o great coantry
betase we have always had people
who aren’t afrald 1o wear the ak

form of this country.” said Jordas,
“It's only nghl that we honor those

people here”

Chair of the Freedom Grove
Committee Terry Howell explained
the plins for the grave. According to
hisn the grove is not meant 10 be o
mo}w«m ruther itls tobe n

of recognition

To hedp pay for future develop:
ment of the grove, Howell expladned
the Rotary will soon start & brick-
wling cumnpaign

that mr udemxﬁn! fie
lhun he with the grove's memork
als we m the Daughters of the
American Revolution, the Walter-
Schocdinger Funeral service, the
Champaign Country  Bicentennial
Committee, the Champaign County
Histieieal Society, VEW Pagt 5115
and DAV Chagitee 31,

Ground Mounting Frameworks for Signs, October 21, 2006

The need was there and the crew arrived early morning to drill the ground holes and set the
previously manufactured metal framework in place. The Bryce Hill Inc. cement truck
arrived on time and the completion of setting the framework for the Freedom Grove signs
was completed. The work crew consisted of Committee Chairman Terry Howell, Frank
Wagner, Jim Preston, Nathan Smack, Marty Carnes, Jeff Welbaum, Dave Martin, Harry
Osborne, and Al Webster.

freedomgrove.com

Installation of Freedom Grove Signs, October 30, 2006
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Rotarians and other dedicated persons arrived about 4:45 PM for the gala event of
mounting the three Freedom Grove signs on the previously ground mounted framework.
The towering metal framework was fabricated and donated by Rotarian Harold Osborne,
V.P. of Remington Steel; a true dedication of purpose, direction, and vision. Tim West of
Superior Paint in Urbana donated the $200.00 plus charge to paint the sign frames the
Rotary blue color. The work crew consisted of Club President Bill Edwards, Chairman Terry
Howell, Nick Selvaggio, Jim Preston, John Moody, Dave Martin, Matt McCain, Al Webster,
and Roger Wilson. The fabricator of the three signs, Richard Fritz from Vital Signs and
Graphics of Urbana, also assisted in their installation. The Rotarians completed their task
and joined their comrades at Carey’s Auditorium in time for dinner and the suppression of
inappropriate behavior as tasked by the Sergeant-at-Arms. They duly noted that Rotarian
Roger remained in-tact wearing coat and tie while all others were muddy and showed signs
of having been in the barn yard. The Sergeant-at-Arms questioned whether Roger worked
or whether the other crew members came to the meeting inappropriately dressed. The crew
hung tight, refusing to testify against one another, and the Sergeant-at-Arms departed that
conversation without a finding because of “lack of evidence”.

During May 2007 much progress can be seen at Freedom Grove. In addition to visual
progress, firm plans are in progress for replanting some trees and planting additional ones.
The top surface of soil around the entire circumference of the ten Monuments was removed
to make way for a gravel base and installation of pavers. The crushed rock was installed
and leveled June 12, 2007. The workers were Don Bauer, Terry Rittenhouse, Bill Edwards,
Al Webster, Barnaby Ofori, and the entire Smack family.

June 13, 2007 Jim Preston presented a program to a quarterly meeting of all
twelve Townships at Christiansburg. The focus of the presentation was to
invite all twelve Townships to work with Businesses and individuals in their
respective areas to donate $250.00 per Township. This would allow the
Townships to be professionally represented in the Freedom Grove Park with
funding from the community and not from Township funds. The plan is to
honor all twelve townships as a group once full funding is obtained. The goal
is to demonstrate county wide collaboration.
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The Best - Twelve Reasons Why
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